THE CHOICE OF A HOUSE DOG

I will consider the breeds in their order of

popularity as shown by the number of registra-
tions in the year ending March, 1931, as stated in
the " Kennel Gazette " of April, 1932.

FOX TERRIERS

There were more than 6,000 wire-haired fox-
terriers, and nearly 2,000 smooth-haired, regis-
tered in 1931. The popularity of the fox-terrier
is easily understood, for in this breed we have a
dog which satisfies our requirements from nearly
every point of view; few breeds can offer repre-
sentatives which are so satisfactory as house dogs,
and although they may lack the size which would
make them particularly formidable they are
sufficiently efficient as guards; in the house they
are easy to train, naturally clean and make ideal
companions. The only drawback to the dogs of
this delightful breed, in some circumstances, is
their keenness on hunting, as it may lead to un-
pleasantness and trouble when the terrier makes
a practice of poaching in the country; on the
other hand this sporting tendency, when legiti-
mately exercised, may prove very useful for
killing rats, and on those other numerous occa-
sions when a terrier may be wanted to assist.
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